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Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) A control-based content pricing system, comprising: 
a content server configured to distribute a media content to a client device in 
response to a request from the client device to receive the media content; 

the content server further configured to distribute an advertisement with the 
media content by prepending the advertisement to the media content before the media 
content and the advertisement are distributed to the client device; 

the content server further configured to receive a view control input from the 
client device after the media content and the advertisement have been distributed to the 
client device indicating how the media content and the advertisement are to be 
rendered, wherein the view control input comprises a navigation control comprising one 
or more commands for fast fonA^ard, skip ahead and jump to dotormino whothor the 
advortisomont is rondorod for v i ewing selected from a pluralitv of navigation controls. 
wherein the plurality of navigation controls comprises: 
a fast-foHA^ard command: 
a skip ahead command: 
a jump to command: 
a pause command: 
a repiav command: and 
a slow command : 
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a valuation application located on the content server and configured to allocate a 
cost to the client device for the media content that is distributed, wherein the cost is a 
direct function of a user viewing interaction based on a view control input received 
during a playback of the media content requested; 

the valuation application further configured to adjust the cost allocated for the 
media content according to the view control input and how the media content was 
rendered on the client device, wherein each navigation control of the plurality of 
navigation controls has an associated cost adjustment whon the viow control I nput in thn 
navigation contro l to advanoo past tho advort i oomont, such that tho advortisomont i o not 
r e nder e d for viewing, then th e valuat i on application i ncroas e s the cost, and whon tho 
v i ow control i nput i s tho navigation contro l to rondor tho advortioomont for viewing, than 
tho valuation application dooroaooQ tho ooot ; and 

an advertisement log located on the content server and configured to track if the 
advertisement is rendered for viewing by the client device based on the view control 
input received or a base time-line based on rendering both the media content and the 
advertisement on the client device. 
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2. (Previously Presented) A control-based content pricing system as recited in 
claim 1 , wherein the content server is further configured to receive the view control input 
as a first command to select a first property of the media content being rendered and to 
receive the view control input as a second command to select a second property of the 
media content being rendered, and wherein the valuation application is further 
configured to decrease the cost according to a decrease in distribution cost of the media 
content having the first property content compared to the media content having the 
second property. 

3. (Previously Presented) A control-based content pricing system as recited in 
claim 1. wherein the valuation application is further configured to adjust the cost based 
on whether the advertisement was rendered for viewing, the cost being adjusted based 
on the control view input and a base time-line, the base time-line including a media 
content duration and an advertisement duration. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Canceled) 
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6. (Previously Presented) A control-based content pricing system as recited in 
claim 1 , wherein the content server is further configured to receive the view control input 
as a command to render both the advertisement and the media content for viewing, and 
wherein the valuation application is further configured to decrease the cost in response 
to the view control input to render both the advertisement and the media content for 
viewing. 

7. (Original) A control-based content pricing system as recited in claim 1, 
wherein the content server is further configured to distribute the media content as a first 
media stream and, in response to the view control Input, distribute the media content as 
a second media stream to render the media content according thie view control input, 
and wherein the valuation application is further configured to adjust the cost based on 
the second media stream. 

8. (Original) A control-based content pricing system as recited in claim 1, 
wherein the content server is further configured to receive the view control input as a 
command to end distribution of the media content to the client device, and wherein the 
valuation application is further configured to decrease the cost in response to a 
distribution end of the media content. 
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9. (Original) A cx)ntrol-based content pricing system as recited in claim 1. 
wfierein the content server is further configured to receive the view control input as a 
command to replay a portion of the media content being rendered, and wherein the 
valuation application is further configured to increase the cost in response to the replay 
command. 

10. (Original) A control-based content pricing system as recited in claim 1. 
wherein the content server is further configured to receive the view control input as a 
command to advance the media content being rendered, and wherein the valuation 
application is further configured to increase the cost in response to the advance 
command. 

11. (Previously Presented) A control-based content pridng system as recited in 
claim 1 . wherein the content server is further configured to: 

distribute the media content as a first media stream; receive the view control 
input as a command to replay a portion of the media content being rendered; and 

distribute the media content as a second media stream to render the media 
content according the view control input; 

wherein the valuation application is further configured to increase the cost 
based on the second media stream. 
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12. (Previously Presented) A control-based content pricing system as recited in 
claim 1 , wherein the content server is further configured to: 

distribute the media content as a first media stream; receive the view control 
input as a command to advance the media content being rendered: and 

distribute the media content as a second media stream to render the media 
content according the view control input; 

wherein the valuation application is further configured to increase the cost 
based on the second media stream. 

13. (Previously Presented) A control-based content pricing system as recited in 
claim 1 , wherein the content server is further configured to: 

distribute an advertisement with the media content, and 

log whether the advertisement is rendered for viewing based on the view control 

input. 

14. (Previously Presented) A control-based content pricing system as recited in 
claim 1 . wherein the content server is further configured to: 

distribute an advertisement with the media content, and 

log whether the advertisement is rendered for viewing based on a duration that 
corresponds to rendering both the advertisement and the media content. 
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15. (Previously Presented) A control-based content pricing system as recited in 
claim 1 , wherein the content server is further configured to: 

distribute an advertisement with the media content; 

receive the view control input as a command to render the advertisement for 
viewing; and 

log that the advertisement was rendered for viewing. 

16. (Previously Presented) A control-based content pricing system as recited in 
claim 1 . wherein the content server is further configured to: 

distribute the media content as a first media stream; 

receive the view control input as a command to pause distribution of the media 
content to the client device; 

receive a second view control input from a second client device to resume 
distribution of the media content from a point at which the media content was paused; 
and 

distribute the media content as a second media stream to the second client 
device, wherein the valuation application is further configured to increase the cost based 
on the second media stream. 
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17. (Currently Amended) A digital video content server, comprising: 

a valuation application configured to allocate a cost to a client device for 
distribution of a video content to the client device from the digital video content server, 
wherein an advertisement is prepended to the video content before the video content 
and the advertisement are distributed to the client device; 

the valuation application further configured to adjust the cost allocated for the 
video content if the advertisement is rendered for viewing by the client device, wherein 
adjustment of the cost is a direct function of a user viewing interaction based on the 
user selecting a view control input from a pluralitv of view control inputs, wherein each 
view control input of the pluralitv of view control inputs is associated with a particular 
cost adjustment a vi e w contro l input recoivod during a playback of th e video contont, 
and whoroin further tho v i ow control input oomprisos a nav i gation control comprioing 
on e or more commands for fast fonft^ard, skip ah e ad and Jump, and the coot io 
dotorm i nod by a base timo lino based on rendering both tho vidoo contont and tho 
advort i somont on tho cl i ont dov i oo . 

18. (Original) A digital video content server as recited in claim 17. further 
configured to increase the cost in response to a content navigation input received from 
the client device to advance past the advertisement such that the advertisement is not 
rendered for viewing. 
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19. (Original) A digital video content server as recited in claim 17, further 
configured to decrease the cost in response to a content navigation input received from 
the client device to render the advertisement for viewing, 

20. (Original) A digital video content server as recited in claim 17, further 
configured to decrease the cost in response to a content navigation input received from 
the client device to render both the advertisement and the video content for viewing. 

21. (Currently Amended) A control-based content pricing system, comprising: 
a client device configured to: 

request media content from a content server; 

receive the media content with an advertisement from the content server, 
wherein the advertisement is prepended to the media content at the content 
server; 

initiate rendering the media content; 

receive a view control input that indicates how the media content is to be 
rendered, wherein the view control input comprises a navigation control selected 
from a pluralitv of navigation controls comprising ono or mora commnndR fnr fnnt 
fonward, skip ahoad and jump to dotorm i no whether tho advort i eomont io 
r e nd e red for vi e w i ng ; and 

communicate the view control input to the content server via a 
communication control channel, the view control input providing a basis to adjust 
a cost allocated to the client device for the media content based upon a cost 
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adjustment associated with the selected naviaation control, wherein each 
navigation control of the plurality of navigation controls is associated with a 
particular cost adjustment . 

22. (Previously Presented) A control-based content pricing system as redted in 
claim 21 , wherein the client device is further configured to: 

receive the view control input as a first command to select a first property of the 
media content being rendered and to receive the view control input as a second 
command to select a second property of the media content being rendered, and 

wherein the valuation application is further configured to decrease the cost 
according to a decrease in distribution cost of the media content having the first 
property content compared to the media content having the second property. 

23. (Previously Presented) A control-based content pricing system as recited in 
claim 21, wherein the cost allocated to the client device is adjusted based on whether 
the advertisement is rendered for viewing, the cost being adjusted based on the control 
view input and a base time-line, the base time-line including a media content duration 
and an advertisement duration. 

24. (Previously Presented) A control-based content pricing system as redted in 
claim 21, wherein the cost allocated to the client device is adjusted to zero if the 
advertisement is rendered for viewing. 
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25. (Previously Presented) A control-based content pricing system as recited in 
claim 21, wherein the cost allocated to the client device is increased if the view control 
input is a command to advance past the advertisement such that the advertisement is 
not rendered for viewing. 



26. (Previously Presented) A control-based content pricing system as recited in 
claim 21 , wherein the cost allocated to the client device Is decreased if the view control 
Input is a command to render the advertisement for viewing. 

27. (Original) A control-based content pricing system as recited in claim 21. 
wherein the client device is further configured to receive the view control input as a 
command to replay a portion of the media content toeing rendered, and wherein the cost 
allocated to the client device is increased in response to the replay command. 

28. (Original) A control-based content pridng system as recited in claim 21, 
wherein the client device is further configured to receive the view control input as a 
command to advance the media content being rendered, and wherein the cost allocated 
to the client device Is increased in response to the advance command. 

29. (Original) A television-based system comprising the control-based content 
pricing system as recited in claim 21, wherein the client device is a television-based 
receiver configured to receive the media content as digital video. 



Serial No.: 1Cy805,030 -9 

Atty Docket No.: MS1-1898US " lee@hayes The Business of IP* 

Atty/Agent: Kayta D. Brant 

www.leehayes.com • 509.324.9256 

PAGE 13/30 * RCVD AT 8/10/2010 5:18:12 PM (Eastern Daylight Time] • 8VR:U8PTO-EFXRF-6/9 * DNI8:2738300 * C8ID:500-323^979 ' DURATION (mm-ss): 16-34 



anna@LeeHayes.com 509-323-8979 



(14/30) 08/19/2010 02:23:53 PM -0700 



30. (Original) A computing system comprising the control-based content pricing 
system as recited in claim 21, wherein the client device is a television-enabled 
computing device configured to receive the media content as digital video. 

31. (Currently Amended) A method using computer instructions stored on a 
computer-readable medium and executable by a processor, the method comprising: 

receiving a request from a client device to receive media content; 

distributing the media content to the client device in response to receiving the 
request, wherein an advertisement is prepended to the media content before the media 
content and the advertisement are distributed to the client device; 

receiving a view control input selected from a plurality of view control inputs, 
wherein each view control input of the plurality of view control inputs has an associated 
cost adiustment from th e cli e nt devic e that ind i cates how th e media content i s to bo 
rondorod, whoroin tho v i ow contro l i nput comprisos a navigat i on control comprising ono 
or more commands for faet forward, sk i p ahoad and jump dotormining whether tho 
advdrtioomont i e rondorod for v i ew i ng ; 

allocating a cost for the media content that is distributed to the client device when 
distributing the media content to the client device, wherein the cost is adiusted based 
upon the associated cost adiustment associated with view control input selected from 
the Plurality of view control inputs a dir e ct function of a us e r vi e wing intoraction baand 
on a viow contro l input rooo i vod during a p l ayback of tho mod i a content; and 

adjuot i ng tho cost according to tho viow contro l input and how tho med i a content 
was rondorod on tho c li ent dovico . 
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32. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 31, further comprising 
distributing a reduced resolution media content to the client device in response to 
receiving the view control input as a first command to select a first property of the media 
content being rendered and to receive the view control Input as a second command to 
select a second property of the media content being rendered, and wherein the 
valuation application is further configured to decrease the cost according to a decrease 
in distribution cost of the media content having the first property content compared to 
the media content having the second property. 

33. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 31 wherein adjusting 
the cost includes adjusting the cost based on whether the advertisement is rendered for 
viewing, the cost being adjusted based on the control view input and a base time-line, 
the base time-line including a media content duration and an advertisement duration. 

34. (Original) A method as recited in claim 31, wherein receiving the view control 
input includes receiving a content navigation input to advance past the advertisement, 
and adjusting the cost includes increasing the cost based on the advertisement not 
being rendered for viewing. 

35. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 31. wherein adjusting 
the cost includes decreasing the cost based on the advertisement being, rendered for 
viewing. 
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36. (Original) A method as recited in claim 31, wherein receiving the view control 
Input includes receiving a command to end distribution of the media content to the client 
device, and wherein adjusting the cost includes decreasing the cost in response to the 
distribution end of the media content. 

37. (Original) A method as recited in claim 31, wherein receiving the view control 
input includes receiving a command to advance the media content, and wherein 
adjusting the cost Includes increasing the cost in response to the command to advance 
the media content. 

38. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 31, wherein: 
distributing the media content includes distributing a first media stream to the 

client device; 

receiving the view control input includes receiving a command to advance the 
media content; 

adjusting the cost includes increasing the cost in response to the command to 
advance the media content; and 

the method further comprises distributing a second media stream to the client 
device to render the media content based on the view control input. 
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39. (Original) A method as recited in claim 31, wherein receiving the view control 
input includes receiving a command to replay a portion of the media content being 
rendered, and wherein adjusting the cost includes increasing the cost in response to the 
command to replay the portion of the media content. 

40. (Previousiy Presented) A method as recited in claim 31, wherein: 
distributing the media content includes distributing a first media stream to the 

client device; 

receiving the view control input Includes receiving a command to replay a portion 
of the media content being rendered; 

adjusting the cost includes increasing the cost in response to the command to 
replay the portion of the media content; and 

the method further comprises distributing a second media stream to the client 
device to render the media content based on the view control input. 

41. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 31, further comprising 
logging whether the advertisement is rendered for vie\A(ing based on the view control 
input. 

42. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 31, further comprising 
logging whether the advertisement is rendered for viewing based on a duration that 
includes rendering both the advertisement and the media content. 
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43. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 31, wherein: 
distributing the media content includes distributing a first media stream to the 

client device; 

receiving the view control input includes receiving a command to pause 
distribution of the media content to the client device; 

adjusting the cost includes increasing the cost in response to the command to 
pause the media content; and 

the method further comprises: 

receiving a second view control input from a second client device to resume 
distribution of the media content from a point at which the media content was paused; 
and 

distributing the media content as a second media stream to the second client 

device. 

44. (Currently Amended) A method using computer instructions stored on a 
computer-readable medium and executable by a processor, the method comprising: 

requesting media content on a client device from a content server; 

receiving on the client device the media content with an advertisement from the 
content server, wherein the advertisement is prepended to the media content at the 
content server; 

initiating rendering the media content on the client device; 

receiving a view control input on the client device selected from a pluralitv of view 
control inputs, wherein each view control input of the pluralitv of view control inputs has 
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an associated cost adjustment that ind i catoc how tho mnriin r , nntnnt ir tn hn rnnr\nrnr\ 

whoroin the v i ow contro l input compr i cos a navigation contro l comp rising one or moro 
commando — fof — fact forward, — skip ahoad — and — jump dotormining — whothor — tlw 
advorticom e nt is r e ndered for viewing ; and 

communicating the view control input from the client device to the content server 
to provide a basis to adjust an allocated cost for the client device for receiving the media 
conten t, wherein the basis for adiust the allocated cost Is based upon the associated 
cost adjustment associated with view control input selected from the pluralitv of view 
control inputs . 

45. (Canceled) 

46. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 44, wherein: 
receiving the view control input includes receiving a command to advance past 

the advertisement such that the advertisement is not rendered for viewing; and 

communicating the view control input includes communicating the command to 
advance past the advertisement to provide a basis to Increase the allocated cost. 

47. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 44, wherein: 
receiving the view control input includes receiving a command to render the 

advertisement for viewing; and 

communicating the view control input includes communicating the command to 
render the advertisement to provide a basis to decrease the allocated cost. 
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48. (Original) A method as recited in claim 44, wherein receiving the view control 
input includes receiving a command to replay a portion of the media content being 
rendered, and wherein communicating the view control input includes communicating 
the replay command to provide a basis to increase the allocated cost. 

49. (Original) A method as recited in claim 44, wherein receiving the view control 
input includes receiving a command to advance the media content being rendered, and 
communicating the view control input includes communicating the advance command to 
provide a basis to jncrease the allocated cost. 

50. (Currently Amended) One or more computer readable storage media 
storing computer executable instructions that, when executed, direct a media content 
server to: 

distribute media content to a client device in response to a request from the client 
device to receive the media content, wherein an advertisement is prepended to the 
media content before the media content and the advertisement are distributed to the 
client device: 

receive a view control input from the client device that indicates how the media 
content is to be rendered; 

allocate a cost for the media content that Is distributed to the client device when 
the media content is distributed to the client device, wherein the cost is a direct function 
of a user viewing interaction based on a view control input, wherein the view control 
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input is selected from a plurality of view control inputs comprisoc a navigntinn rnntm i 
Gompr i o i ng ono or more oommando for fast forward, sk i p ahead and jump rooo i vod 
dur i ng a p l ayback of the media oontont ; and 

adjust the cost according to the view control input and how the media content 
was rendered on the client devic e, wherein adjusting the cost is based upon an 
associated cost adiustment associated with each view control input selected from the 
pluralitv of view control inputs . 

51. (Previously Presented) One or more computer-readable storage media as 
recited in claim 50. further storing computer executable instructions that, when 
executed, direct the media content server to adjust the cost based on whether the 
advertisement is rendered for viewing, the cost being adjusted l>ased on the control 
view input and a base time-line, the base time-line including a media content duration 
and an advertisement duration. 

52. (Previously Presented) One or more computer-readable storage media as 
recited in claim 50, further storing computer executable instructions that, when 
executed, direct the media content server to increase the cost in response to a view 
control input to advance the media content. 
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53. (Previously Presented) One or more computer-readable storage media as 
recited in claim 50, further storing cx)mputer executable instructions that, when 
executed, direct the media content sen/er to increase the cost in response to a view 
control input to replay a portion of the media content. 

54 - 56. (Canceled) 
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